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a neglected band hardly known in the councils of the tribe. In his 
many-sided capacity he strikingly resembles another white man promi- 
nent in Cherokee history, General Sam Houston. 

‘Thomas was born in the year 1805 on Raccoon creck, about two miles 
from Waynesville in North Carolina. His father, who was related to 


President Zachary ‘Taylor, came of a Welsh family which had imini- 


grated to Virginia at an early period; while on his mother’s side he 
was descended froma Maryland family of Revolutionary stock.- Te 
was in only and posthumous child, his father having been accidentally 
drowned aoshort time. before the boy was born. Being unusually 
bright for his age, he was engaged when only twelve years old to 





tend an Indian trading store on Soco creek, in the present Jackson 
county, owned by Felix Walker, son of the Congressman of the same 
name who made 2 national reputation by “talking for Buncombe.” 
The store was on the south side of the creek, about a anile above the 
now ahandoned Macedonia mission, within the present reservation, and 
nch of a larger establishment which Walker himself kept at 





was ith 
Waynesville. ‘The trade was chiefly in skins and ginseng, or “sang, 
the latter for shipment to China, where it was said to be worth its 
weight in silver. This trade was very profitable, as the price to the 
Indians was but ten cents per pound in merchandise for the green root, 
whereas it now brings seventy-five cents in cash upon the reservation. 
the supply steadily diminishing with every year, The contract: wits 
for three years’ service for a total compensation of one hundred dollars 
and expenses, but Walker devoted so much of his attention to Taw 
studies that the Waynesville store was finally closed for debt, and at 
the end of his contract term young Thomas was obliged to accept a 
lot of second-hand law books in lieu of other payment. How well he 
made use of them is evident from his subsequent service in the state 
senate and in other official capacities. 

Soon after entering upon his duties he attracted the notice of Yon- 
aguska, or Drowning-bear (YA'na-efif’ski, ** Bear-drowning-him”), the 
acknowledged chief of all the Cherokee then living on the waters of 
Tuckasegee and Oconaluftee—the old Kituhwa country. On lean 
that the boy had neither father nor brother, the old chief formally 
adopted him as his son, and as such he was thenceforth recognized in 
the tribe under the name of Wil-Usdi’, or Little Will,” he being of 
small stature even in mature age.. From his Indian friends, partica- 
larly a boy of the same age who was his companion in the store, he 
learned the language as well asa white man has ever learned it, so that 
in his declining years it dwelt in memory more strongly than his 
mother tongue. After the invention of the Cherokee alphabet, be 
learned alxo to read and write the linguage. 

In 1819 the lands on Tuckasegee and its branches were sold by the 
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° An . ? 
ee cae along the mountain region southward from Cum- 

After the close of the conflict he returned to his home at Stekow snd 
avain took charge, unoflicially, of the fairs of the Ccnaliue ce 
he attended during the smallpox epidemic of 1866 and assisted Sou 

s 

resources had heen swept away by the war, snd all hishopes - a 
down with the lost exuse. This, added to the effects of hire ane of 
hardship aun anxiety in the field when already ahnost ant Chie a 
limit. soon after brought about a physical and ‘mental collapse from 
which he never afterward rallied except at intervals, when for " short 
time the old spirit would flash out in all its bri Ati IIe Med i 
1s03 at the advanced age of nearly ninety, retaining ve the last hie 
courteous manner of a gentleman by nature and training sifh wn 
oxnet memory and the clear-cut stutement of a lawyer aud mun of 
affairs, lo his work in the state senate the people of western Suith 
Carolina owe more than to that of any other man, while wno é the 
older Cherokee the mune of Wil-Usdi is eee 
father and a great chief." 

Yonaguska, properly Ya'nti 
is the most prominent chicf 


the unsettled conditions of the reconstruction period 


still revered as that of a 


ea the adopted father of Thomas, 
t in the history of the East Cherokee 
although, singularly enough, his mune does not occur in canaieatian 
with any of the early wars or treaties, “This is due partly to the fact 
that he was a peace chief and counsclor rather than a war leader aa 
in part to the fact that the isoltted position of the mountain ee 
kept them aloof ina great measure from the tribal councils of divans 
living to the west and south. In person he was strikingly aes 
being six feet three inches in height and strongly hhuilt, scith i fi int 
tinge of red, due toa slight strain of white loud on higher i le 

relieving the brown of his cheek, A ena 
have surpassed any other chief of his day. When the Cherokee lands 
on Puckase eo were sold by the treaty of 1819, Yonaguska danbinugd 
to reside ona reservation of 640 acres ina bend oF the es short lis 
tance above the present Bryson City, on the site of the nalent 
ome Ie afterward moved over to Oconaluftec, and finally, after 
eet ee Ae people about him and settled with thei on 

ands purchased for them by Thomas. 











MPhe facts concerning C aT 6 
with SP Rr, Colonel Bhhomnis xen reer are derived chiefly from the author's conversutions 
Terrell, and others sev ata by Suformation from bis former assistant, Capt. James W 
sity Magazine for May cae 1, ares Weestice With an admirable sketeh in the North Carolina Univer: 
TRS HETS Ren eee we me A.C. Avery, his daughter, He is alse frequently noticed, in con- 
the North Car nf ater - ae athe atnnalsreports of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; in 
Zeigler and Grosscup's Heart of ike cee nea ee Tromihe AMER sy, Monntiing; and in 
Hf the Georgian Historical Society in cee Sa anutels eee ate By alte On 
rerokee Linguisties, ely mishiid—show his interest in 








In power of oratory he ix said to 























id reformer as well as a chief. When about 
terminating in a trance, 
At the end of twenty- 
and announced that he 


a prophet a 
sixty years of age he had a severe sickness, 
during which his people mourned him as dead. 

four hours, however. he awoke to consciousness 
had been to the spirit world, where he had talked with friends who 
had gone hefore. and with God, who had sent him back with a mes-aze 
to the Indians, promising to cdl him again at a later time. From 
that day until his death his words were listened to as those of one 
inspired. Te had been somewhat addicted to liquor, but now, ou the 
endation of Thomas, not only quit drinking himself. but organ- 
To accomplish this he called 
arly pointing out to them 
speech that moved 








reconnn 
ized his tribe into a Lemperance socicty. 
his people together in cotineil, and, after cl 
the serious effect of intemperance, in an cloquent 
come of his audience to tears, he declared that God had permitted him 
to return to earth especially that he might thus warn his people and 
banish whisky from among them. Ie then had ‘Thomas write out a 
pledge, which was signed first by the chief and then by each one of the 
council, and from that time until after his death whisky was pnknown 
among the East.Cherokee.. 

Although frequent pressure Was brought to bear to induce him and 
his people to remove to the West, he firmly resisted every persuasion, 
declaring that the Indians were safer from aggression wong their’ 
rocks and mountains than they could ever be in a Jand which the white 
1 find profitable, and that the Cherokee could be happy only 
nature had planted him. W hile counseling peace 
man, he held always to his Indian faith 
On one occasion, after 


man coul 
in the country where 
and friendship with the white 
and was extremely suspicious of missionaries. 
the first Bible translation into the Cherokee language and alphabet, 

latthew from New Echota, but Yona- 


some one brought & copy of 1 
euska would not allow it to be read to his people until it had first been 
After listening to one or two chapters the old chief 


read to himself. 
“Well, it seems to be a good book—strange that the 


dryly remar ced: 
white people are not better, after having had it so long.” 

He died, aged about eighty, in April, 1839, within a year after the 
Removal. Shortly before the end he had himself carried into the 
townhouse on Soco, of which he had supervised the building, where. 


he made a last talk to his people. commend- 


extended on at couch, 
ing them earnestly 


to them as their chief and again warn 
aeninst ever leaving their own country. Then wrapping his blanket 
around him, he quietly lay back and died. He was buried beside 
Soco, about a mile below the old Macedonia mission, with a rude 
mound of stones to mark the spot. IIe left two wives and consid- 
erable property, including an old negro slave named Cudjo, who was 
devotedly attached to him. One of his daughters, Kati'lsta, still sur- 


ing Thomas 
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erVva lor of the potter's art 
Cherokee! : 

Yonaguska had succeeded in authority to Yane'ewa. 7 Big-bear,” 
who appears to have been of considerable local prominence in his tive, 
but whose name, even with the oldest of the band, is now but a mem- 
ory. He was among the signers of the treaties of 1TYS and 1805, and 
by the treaty-of ISL was confirmed in it reservation of G40 acres as 
one of those living within the ceded territory who were “believed to 
he persons of industry and capable of managing their property with 
discretion,” and who had made considerable improvements on the 
tracts reserved, ‘This reservation, sl known as the Big-bear farm, 
was on the western bank of Oconaluftee, a few miles above its mouth, 
andappears to have been the sume afterward occupied by Yonaguska.* 

Another of the old notables among the East Cherokee was ‘Tsunu'hi- 
hdA‘ski, corrupted by the whites to Tunaluska, a great warrior, from 
whom the ridge west of Waynesville takes its name. In early life he 
s known as Galkala’ski.$ On the outbreak of the Creek war 
in 1813 he raised a party of warriors to go down, as he boasted, ** to 
exterminate the Creeks.” Not meeting with complete success, he 
announced the result, according to the Cherokee custom, at the next 
dance after his return ina single word, detsénwlihdng@, ~T tried, but 
could not,” given out as a cue to the song leader, who at once took it 
as the burden of his song. Thenceforth the disappointed warrior was 
knownas Tsunulahdi’ski, One who tries, but fails.’ Te distinguished 
himself at the Horseshoe bend, where the action of the Cherokee 
decided the battle in favor of Jackson’s army, and was often heard to 
say after the removal: “If Thad known that Jackson would drive us 
fromour homes, I would have killed him that day at the Horseshoe.” 
He accompanied the exiles of 1838, but afterward returned to his old 
home; he was allowed to remain, and in recognition of his  serv- 
ices the state legislature, by special act, in 1847 conferred upon 
him the right of citizenship and granted to him a tract of land in fee 
simple, but without power of alienation. This reservation was in the 
Cheowa Indian settlement, near the present Robbinsville, in Graham 
county, where he died about the year 1858. His grave is still to be 
seen just outside of Robbinsville. 











IThe facts concerning Yonnguska are bused on the author's personal information obtained from 
Colone) Thomas, supplemented froin conversations with old Indians. The date of his death and his 
approximate age are taken from the Terrell roll. He is also noticed at length in Laanan's Letters from 
the Aleghuny Mountains, 184%, und in Zeigler and Grosseup's Heart of the Allegbanies, Iss. The 
trance which, according to Thomas and Lanman, lasted about one day, is stretched by the last-named 
authors to fifteen days, with the whole 1,200 Indians marching and countermurching around the 





sleeping bedy ! 
*The name In the treatics occurs as Yonnhequah (1798), Yohanaqua (1805), und Yonuh (1819).— 

Indian Treaties, pp. 82, 123, 268; Washington, 1837. 

» 3 The name refers to something habitually falling from a leaning position, 
4 Act quoted in Report of Indiun Commissioner for 1895, p. 636, 1896. 
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little Indian girl to Charleston, South Carolina, where she lad heer 
earried by kidnappers and sold as a shive.and regained her freedom by 
proving, from expert microscopic examination, that her hair had nite 
of the negro characteristies.! — 

~ Christianity was introduced among the Kituhwa Cherokee shortly 
hefore the Removal through Worcester and) Boudinot’s translation of 
Matthew, first published at-New Echota in 1829 Tethe absence of 
missionaries ‘the book was read by the Indians from house to house. 
After the Removal a Methodist minister, Reverend Ulrich Keener, 
hegan to inake visits for preaching at irregular intervals, and was fol- 
lowed several years later by Baptist workers.? 

In the fall of 1830 the Commissioner of Indian Affairs reported 
that the East Cherokee bad recently expressed a desire to join their 
hvethren in the West. but had been deterred from so doing by the 
unsettled condition of affairs in the Territory. He states that ‘they 
have a right to remain or to go,” but that as the interests of others 
are involved in their decision they should decide without delay.* 

In 1840 about one hundred Catwwha, nearly all that were left of the 
tribe, being dissatisfied with their condition in South Carolina, moved 
up ina body and took up their residence with the Cherokee. Latent 
(tribal jealousies broke out, however, und af their own request nego- 
Giations were begun in [s+8, through Thomas and others, for their 
removal to Indian Territory. The effort being without result, they 
soon after began to drift back to their own homes, until, in 1852, there 
were only about a dozen remaining among the Cherokee. In Lsiu 
only one was left, an old woman, the widow of a Cherokee husband. 
She and her daughter, both of whom spoke the Janguage, were expert 
potters according to the Catawba method. which differs markedly from 
that of the Cherokee. There are now two Catawba women, both mar- 
ried to Cherokee husbands, living with the tribe, and practicing their 
native potter's art. While residing among the Cherokee, the Catawli: 
acquired a reputation as doctors and leaders of the dance.‘ 

On August 6. [S46.a treaty was concluded at Washington with the 
representatives of the Cherokee Nation west by which the rights of 
the East Cherokee toa participation in the benefits of the New Echots 
treaty of 1835 were distinctly recognized. and provision was made for 
a final adjustment of all unpaid and pending claims due under th:t 
treaty. The right claimed by the East Cherokee to participate in the 
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The frets concerning Tunmluskaare f 
n James Terrell, and Cherokee 
= Authors infornution from Colonel Thomas. 
: Miunissioner Crawford, November 25, Report of 1 n Commissioner, pr. Set, INGY. 

“Author's information from Colonel Thomas, Captsin Terrell and Indian sources; Comunissiener W 
Medill, Report of Indian Commissioner, p39, INd8; Commissioner Orlando Brown, Repert of Indien 
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Indians, and ‘Thomas's mother soon after removed from Waynesville to 
farm which she purchased on the west bank of Oconaluftee, opposite 
the mouth of Soco, where her son went to live with her, having now 
set upin business for himself at Qualla. Yonaguska and his immedi- 
-ute-conneetion continued to reside on na small reservation in the same BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
neighborhood, while the rest of the Cherokee retired to the-west -of 
the Nantahala mountains, though still Visiting and trading on Soco, 
After several shiftings Thomas finally, soon after the removal in 1S: S, 
bought a farm on the northern bank of Tuckasegee, just above the 
present town of Whittier in Swain county, and built. there a home- 
stead which he called Stekoa, after an Indian town destroyed by 
Rutherford which had occupied the same site. At the time of the 
removal he was the proprietor of five trading stores in or adjoining the 
Cherokee country, viz, at Qualla town, near the mouth of Soco creek; 
on Scott's creek, near Webster; on Cheowa. near the present Robhins- 
Ville; at the junction of Valley river and Hiwassee, now Murphy; and 
at the Cherokee agency at Calhoun (now Charleston), ‘Tennessee. 
Besides carrying on a successful trading business he was also studving 
Jaw and taking an active interest in local polities. 

Tn his capacity as agent for the eastern Cherokee he laid off the . 
lands purchased for them into five districts or “towns,” which he 
named Bird town, Paint town, Wolf town, Yellow hill, and Big cove, 
the names which they still retain, the first three being those of Chero- 
kee clans.” He also drew up for them a simple form of government, 
the execution of which was in his own and Yonaguska’s hands until the 
death of the latter, after which the band knew no other chief than 
Thomas until his retirement from active life. In 1848 he was elected 
to the state senate and continued to serve in that capacity until the 
outbreak of the civil war. As state senator he inaugurated a system of 
road improvements for western North Carolina and was also the father 
of the Western North Carolina Railroad (now a part of the Southern 
system), originally projected to develop the copper mines of Ducktown, 
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Tennessee. 
With his colleagues in the state senate he voted for secession in 1861, : 
and at once resigned to recruit troops for the Confederacy, to which, wa ee es ee “= 
until the close of the war, he gave his whole time, thought, and effort. oes aca ESSA 
In 1862 he organized the ‘Thomas Legion, consisting of two regiments COL. W. H. THOMAS (WIL-USDI’) 
of infantry, a battalion of cavalry, a company of engineers, and a field (From photograph of 1858 kindly loaned by Capt. James W. Terrell) 


battery, he himself commanding as colonel, although then nearly sixty 
Years of age. Four companies were made up principally of his own 
Cherokee: The Thomas Legion operated chiefly as a frontier guard 
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MIn the Cherokee Innguage Tsiskwi/hl, “ Bird Place,” Ani-Widiht, “ Paint place,’ 
place” ENawi/di, “Red carth” (now Cherokee post-oftice and ageney), and Kala 
place." There y ». fora time, a“ Pretty-woman town” (Ani’-Gila/hiz), 
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